THE BUSBY BABES: INTERMEDIATE - B2

The Busby Babes

1) Discussion
a) Who are the most famous club teams in your country’s history?

b) Have there been any accidents or disasters involving football
teams in your country?

c) What do you know about the history of Manchester United?

2) Vocabulary

a) Match the vocabulary to the definition.

a) Difficulties or challenges in life that make things hard.
1) Promising (adjective) b) Marks left on the skin or tissue after an injury has
2) Severely (adverb) healed.
c) Keep going and not giving up, even when things are

3) Scar (noun) roudh
ough.

4) Adversity (noun) o
d) To show respect or admiration for someone or

5) To honour (verb) somethmg by doing something special to recognise their
achievements.

6) Perseverance (noun) _
e) To a great extent or very seriously.

f) Showing potential for future success or growth.
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b) Complete the sentences with the vocabulary from

exercise 2a.
Promising Severely Adversity Honour
Perseverance Scar
1) The opposition defended so well, but with a lot of , the

attacking team eventually scored late in the game.

2) When Ronaldo returned to play in 2002, his knee was covered in
from the surgeries he'd had.

3) Neymar was criticised by fans and media for his
performance during the 2018 World Cup

4) The club decided to hold a special ceremony to their
legendary coach for his contributions.

5) From his first appearance, it was clear that he had a future
in the sport.
6) Even the greatest players face at some point in their
career.
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3) Quick Read - Read the article quickly and answer the

question.

a) What happened to the Busby Babes and how did they recover?

Football Taught by Matt Busby

The Busby Babes were a young and talented
football team from Manchester United in the
1950s. They were led by their famous manager,
Sir Matt Busby, who believed in developing
young players from the club's own academy.
The team was filled with promising stars like
Duncan Edwards, Roger Byrne, and Tommy
Taylor. Everyone adored them because they
played with skill and energy, and they had a
bright future ahead.

But on February 6, 1958, tragedy struck. The
team's plane crashed while trying to take off
from Munich-Riem Airport after a stopover on
their way back from a European Cup match in
Belgrade. The crash, known as the Munich air
disaster, claimed the lives of 23 people,
including eight players from the team. It was a
heartbreaking moment for football fans
everywhere, and it shook the world of sports.

Some players survived the crash, like Bobby
Charlton and Bill Foulkes, but they were severely
injured. Despite the physical and emotional
scars, they showed incredible resilience. Sir
Matt Busby, who was also badly hurt, was
determined to rebuild the team.

Their hard work paid off in 1968 when Manchester
United won the European Cup. They beat Benfica
4-1 in a thrilling final match at Wembley Stadium.
This victory was not just about football. It was a
symbol of hope and triumph over adversity. It
honoured the memory of the players who died and
showed that even after tough times, you can still
succeed.

The story of the Busby Babes is important
because it teaches us about courage,
perseverance, and the power of unity. They remind
us that even in the darkest of times, there is
always a glimmer of hope. The legacy of the
Busby Babes lives on in the hearts of Manchester
United fans and football fans around the world,
serving as a testament to the resilience of the
human spirit.
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4) Discussion
a) What are your thoughts on the Busby Babes and their story?

b) How do you think the Busby Babes influenced Manchester
United’s future?

c) Do you think history is an important thing in football?
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