FOOTBALL IN EAST GERMANY: INTERMEDIATE/ADVANCED - B2/C1

Football Behind the Wall

1) Discussion

a) What do you know about the history of German football?

b) Who are your country's greatest ever players?

c) Have politics ever impacted football in your country?

2) Vocabulary

a) Match the vocabulary to the definition.

1) Showcase (verb)
2) Landscape (noun)
3) Integration (noun)
4) Distinct (adjective)
5)  Principle (noun)

6) Despite
(preposition)

a) The process of combining or coordinating different
elements to work together.

b) Fundamental beliefs, values, or guidelines that guide
behavior or decision-making.

c) Showing that something occurred or continues to exist in
spite of challenges or obstacles.

d) Referring to the overall features, characteristics, or
conditions of a particular situation or environment.

e) Clearly recognizable or different from others, possessing
unique features that set it apart.

f) Displayed or presented prominently to highlight its
features, qualities, or achievements.
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b) Complete the sentences with the vocabulary.

1) World-renowned teams often their football prowess by
winning major titles.

2) The global football____ has been shaped by various ideologies.

3) challenges such as injuries and suspensions, they
managed to win the title.

4) The of different football leagues has become more
common in recent times.

5) Footballhasa____ history, with each region contributing unique
elements to the game.

6) Pep Guardiolahasasetof ____ that he always tries to follow.
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3) Quick Read - Read the article and answer the question.

a) What were some of the challenges with football in East Germany
from 1949 to 1990

Football in East Germany

Football in East Germany from 1949 to 1990 was a unique experience marked by a divided
nation and political differences. Despite challenges, the German Democratic Republic (GDR)
showcased its football prowess during this time, with notable teams and players making
their mark.

Dynamo Dresden was one of the standout teams in East German football. Established in
1953, they won eight league titles and seven domestic cups, symbolising the strength of
football in the GDR despite limitations.

A key player from this period was Hans-Jiirgen Dorner, who spent his entire career at
Dynamo Dresden. He became a respected defender, contributing to his team's success and
highlighting the talent that emerged in East German football.

Football conditions in East Germany were influenced by socialist ideals. Clubs were linked to
specific industries or government bodies, creating a unique football landscape. Players
faced travel restrictions, and the focus was on collective success rather than individual
achievements.

Despite not having the same resources as the West, East Germany had passionate players
and fans. Stadiums were functional, but the atmosphere was lively, reflecting the enthusiasm
of the footballing community. The East German national team, though not highly successful
internationally, represented unity and determination.

The fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989 and the reunification of Germany in 1990 marked the end
of East German football as a separate entity. The integration of clubs and players into the
unified German league system signalled the conclusion of a distinct era shaped by political
division and socialist principles.
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FOOTBALL IN EAST GERMANY: INTERMEDIATE/ADVANCED - B2/C1

4) Discussion

a) What are your thoughts on football in East Germany? Did you
know anything about East German football before reading this
article?

b) Who are your favourite German players of all time?

c) What was football like in your country during this period? How
has it changed? E.g style, quality etc.
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