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Los Galacticos II:
The Best Club Side
Ever?

1) Discussion

a) What’s your opinion on Real Madrid?

b) What do you think of Real Madrid’s Galactico policy?

c) Can you think of any teams that have dominated a competition
for many years?

2) Vocabulary

a) Match the vocabulary to the definition.
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b) Complete the sentences with the vocabulary from
exercise 2a.

1) Nigel De Jong had a reputation as a midfield ______________________ during
his time at Manchester City and whilst playing for The Netherlands.

2) In the 2014 FIFA World Cup, Germany's team performance showcased their
reputation as a footballing ______________________.

3) Jurgen Klopp ______________________ Liverpool as a Champions League
contender during his time at Liverpool.

4) Ryan Giggs was a ______________________ in the Manchester United team
from 1990 to 2014 .

5) The 2010 Champions League final between Inter Milan and Bayern Munich
was an ______________________ clash, with both teams aiming to win a treble.

6) Diego Simeone's ______________________ tactics at Atletico Madrid have
earned the team a reputation as a disciplined and tough-to-beat team.
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3) Quick Detail - Read the article quickly and answer the
questions.

a) What players does it mention in the article as being important for
Real Madrid?

Los Galacticos II

You could count the number of great Real Madrid teams on two hands (maybe
adding a few toes in there as well) but In the period spanning 2015 to 2018, Real
Madrid experienced one of the most successful spells in their illustrious history,
firmly establishing themselves as a footballing powerhouse. Under the managerial
guidance of Zinedine Zidane, the team showcased an unprecedented level of
dominance, both domestically and internationally.

The team boasted an array of world-class players during this period. Cristiano
Ronaldo, often regarded as one of the greatest footballers of all time, played a
pivotal role. His incredible goal-scoring and leadership were vital in securing
numerous triumphs . Other key figures included Sergio Ramos, the stalwart captain
and defensive maestro, and Luka Modrić, the midfield maestro whose vision and
passing ability orchestrated the team's play.

Real Madrid's shrewd transfer activity played a crucial role in their success. The
acquisition of players like Keylor Navas, a reliable goalkeeper, and Casemiro, a
defensive midfield enforcer, provided the team with a solid foundation. Additionally,
the signings of Dani Carvajal and Isco showcased the club's ability to nurture and
develop young talent.

The period from 2015 to 2018 marked a golden era for Real Madrid in terms of
silverware. They clinched three consecutive UEFA Champions League titles in 2016,
2017, and 2018, becoming the first team to achieve such a feat in the modern era.
Domestically, they secured the La Liga title for the 2016-2017 season, cementing
their status as a dominant force in Spanish football.
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Their remarkable achievements, especially the three consecutive Champions League
titles, undoubtedly place them among the greatest. However, comparisons with
legendary teams from different eras pose challenges. Factors like playing style,
competition strength, and tactical evolution come into play. Nonetheless, Real
Madrid's incredible run from 2015 to 2018 makes them one of the best teams in
football history.

4) Discussion

a) What are your thoughts on the 2015-2018 Real Madrid team?

b) Who were your favourite players in the team?

c) Do you think a team will ever win 3 Champions Leagues in a row
again?

d) Do you think they were the best club side ever? If yes, why? If not,
which team do you think is?
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