COLOMBIA'S DREAM TEAM: ADVANCED - C1

Colombia’s
Dream Team

1) Discussion

a) Who are some of your favourite Colombian players ever?
b) What are the most exciting and attacking teams you've seen?

c) Can you think of any teams that underachieved in tournaments?

2) Vocabulary

a) Match the vocabulary to the definition.

a) To collect or gather something, like information or support.
1) Indelible (adjective)

b) Closely connected or woven together, often in a complicated way.
2) Intertwined (adjective)

c) Something that cannot be forgotten or removed because it leaves
3) Formidable (adjective) a lasting mark.

4) Mercurial (adjective) d) Spread throughout and existing in every part of something.

5) Garner (verb) e) Doing something accidentally or without intending to.

6) Inadvertently (adverb)  f) Inspiring fear or respect because it is impressive, powerful, or hard
to overcome.

7) Pervasive (adjective)
g) Having moods or behavior that change quickly and unpredictably.
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b) Complete the sentences with the vocabulary from

exercise 2a.
Indelible Intertwined Formidable Mercurial
Garner Inadvertently Pervasive
1) Roberto Baggio missed his penalty in the 1994

World Cup final. (Inadvertently)

2) Corruption inside FIFA was and needed to be
stopped. (Pervasive)

3) The impact of their victory resonated throughout
the footballing world. (Indelible)

4) In the 2004-2005 season, Chelsea’s defence saw
them concede 15 goals all season. (Formidable)

5) Messi and Ronaldo's fate seemed throughout the
early 2010, as both Barcelona and Real Madrid competed for the
biggest trophies (Intertwined)

6) The team's efforts to support from the fans paid off
as they went on to win the tournament. (Garner)

7) Neymar's skills on the field made him
unpredictable yet captivating to watch. (Mercurial)
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3) Quick Read - Read the article quickly and answer the
question.

a) How was social conflict linked to football in Colombia in the 1990's?

Colombia’s Dream Team

In the annals of football history, the Colombian national team's journey during the
1990s is a tale of both triumph and tragedy. With a squad featuring iconic players
like Carlos Valderrama, Andres Escobar, Freddy Rincon, Faustino Asprilla, and Antony
de Avila, Colombia etched its name in the sport's history, leaving an indelible mark on
the global stage. Yet, amidst the glory, the team's narrative is intertwined with
political turbulence and ultimately marred by heartbreaking events.

One of the most iconic moments in Colombian football history came on September
5, 1993, when the national team achieved a historic victory over Argentina with an
astonishing 5-0 win in a World Cup qualifier. This resounding triumph not only
showcased Colombia's footballing prowess but also signalled their emergence as a
formidable force in international football. Led by the mercurial talents of Valderrama
and the clinical finishing of Asprilla, Colombia's victory over Argentina remains
etched in the memories of football fans worldwide.

The road to the 1994 FIFA World Cup in the United States was paved with success
for Colombia. The team boasted an impressive record in the qualifying campaign,
with only one defeat in 34 games—a testament to their dominance in the CONMEBOL
region. The likes of Valderrama, Escobar, Rene Higuita, Asprilla, and Adolfo Valencia
formed a formidable lineup that instilled fear in opponents and garnered admiration
from fans across the globe.

However, behind the scenes, Colombia grappled with political instability and social
unrest. The country was embroiled in a decades-long conflict involving drug cartels,
paramilitary groups, and government forces. The violence and instability cast a
shadow over everyday life, affecting not only the populace but also the nation's
beloved sport.
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The tragic culmination of Colombia's footballing saga came in the 1994 FIFA World
Cup. Six years earlier Colombia had drawn 1-1 with England at Wembley, thanks to
Andres Escobar's second half header. Escobar, a talented defender known for his
leadership on the field, symbolised the spirit of Colombian football—a blend of
passion, skill, and resilience.

However, fate took a cruel turn during the World Cup when Escobar inadvertently
scored an own goal in Colombia's match against the United States. The
heartbreaking moment not only sealed Colombia's fate in the tournament but also
had tragic repercussions off the field. Just days after the own goal, Andres Escobar
was tragically murdered in his hometown of Medellin, a victim of Colombia's
pervasive violence.

The loss of Escobar sent shockwaves through the footballing world and served as a
sobering reminder of the harsh realities facing Colombia. The tragic end to
Colombia's 1994 World Cup campaign left a scar on the nation's footballing psyche,
reminding fans of the fragility of success and the human cost of conflict.

Despite the adversity and heartache, Colombia's footballing legacy endures. The
golden era of the 1990s remains a source of pride for Colombians, a testament to
the talent and resilience of a generation of players who captured the world's
imagination. As the country continues to navigate its path forward, the memory of
those glory days serves as a symbol of hope and inspiration for future generations of
footballers and fans alike.

4) Discussion

a) What are your thoughts on Colombia’s team during the early 90's?

b) Did you know about any of the players mentioned in the article
before reading?

c) Is violence common at football matches in your country?




