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South Africa 2010:
Uniting a Continent

1) Discussion

a) What was the first World Cup you watched?

b) What has been your favourite World Cup?

2) Vocabulary

a) Match the vocabulary to the definition.
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b) Complete the sentences with the vocabulary from
exercise 2a.

1) Hosting the FIFA World Cup was a significant _______________for South
Africa, showcasing its progress since the end of apartheid.

2) When the home team scored the winning goal, the stadium erupted into
a _______________of cheers and applause.

3) Many countries submitted a _______________to host the 2022 World Cup,
in the end it was awarded to Qatar.

4) The _______________system in South Africa was a dark chapter in the
country's history, enforcing racial segregation and discrimination.

5) The impact of Johan Cruyff was _______________, leaving a lasting legacy
on the clubs he played for.

6) Developing better transportation and stadium facilities is crucial for
improving the _______________of football around the world.
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3) Quick Read - Read the article quickly and answer the
question.

a) Why was the 2010 World Cup socially important to South Africa?

An African World Cup

In 2010, the FIFA World Cup was a big deal for both football and South Africa. It was the first
time this important event happened in Africa. South Africa's history, especially its struggle
against apartheid, was closely tied to this milestone.

Apartheid was a system that kept people of different races apart in South Africa. It caused a
lot of problems for the country for many years. But by the early 1990s, things started to
change. Nelson Mandela, who was black, became the country's first president in 1994.
Hosting the World Cup was a chance for South Africa to show the world its progress and to
bring its people together through sports.

Winning the bid to host the 2010 tournament showed how much South Africa had changed
since apartheid ended. It was a proud moment for the country and signalled that it was now
respected internationally.

The opening game of the 2010 FIFA World Cup between South Africa and Mexico was a
momentous occasion that set the tone for the entire tournament. It took place on June 11th,
2010, at Soccer City Stadium in Johannesburg, South Africa. As the host nation, South Africa
faced high expectations and immense pressure to perform well. The match ended in a 1-1
draw, with South Africa's Siphiwe Tshabalala scoring the opening goal of the tournament, a
stunning strike that sent the home crowd into a frenzy of celebration. While the game ended
without a clear winner, it was a moment of immense pride for South Africa and a
demonstration of the country's passion for football.

The impact of the 2010 World Cup can still be felt in South Africa today. The country has
better infrastructure and facilities thanks to the event. It also increased tourism and
investment, helping the economy grow. The friendly and inclusive atmosphere of the
tournament left a lasting impression on many South Africans. It showed how sports can
bring people together, inspiring future generations to work for a fairer society.
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4) Discussion

a) What do you think about the 2010 World Cup? Can you remember
any games?

b) Which other African country would you like to see host a World
Cup?

c) Are there any countries that would benefit socially from hosting a
World Cup?

d) Do you think FIFA has the responsibility to have World Cups on
different continents?
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