THIRD PARTY OWNERSHIP: ADVANCED - C2

Third Party
Ownership

1) Discussion

a) Have there been any controversial transfers in your favourite
league in recent years?

b) What have been some surprising transfers in recent years?

2) Vocabulary

a) Match the vocabulary to the definition.

1) Contentious (adjective) a) Causing or characterized by disagreement or controversy.

2) Raised eyebrows (phrase) b) Watchful and alert to potential dangers or threats.

3) Aftermath (noun) c) To quote or refer to a source as evidence.

4) To cite (verb) d) The consequences or effects following a significant event.
5) Peril (noun) e) To cause surprise, skepticism, or disapproval.

6) Vigilant (adjective) f) Serious and immediate danger or risk.
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b) Complete the sentences with the vocabulary from
exercise 2a.

Contentious Raised Eyebrows Aftermath
To cite Peril Vigilant
1) Inthe of Cristiano Ronaldo's transfer to Juventus, Real

Madrid struggled to find a suitable replacement for their star forward.

2) Football historians often the legendary Pele when
discussing the greatest players of all time.

3) The rapid rise of young talents like Kylian Mbappe and Erling Haaland
has put traditional football powerhouses on notice, as clubs across
Europe remain for the opportunity to sign these future
superstars.

4) The financial stability of many football clubs was thrown into
during the COVID-19 pandemic, with matches suspended
and revenue impacted.

5) The transfer saga of Neymar from Barcelona to Paris Saint-Germain
was highly , with debates raging over its impact on
financial fair play regulations.

6) Lionel Messi's decision to leave Barcelona after more than two decades
worldwide, as fans and pundits speculated about his next

destination and the reasons behind his departure.
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3) Quick Read - Read the article quickly and answer the
question.

a) What was so controversial about West Ham's survival in the
2006-2007 season?

Who Owns Them?

Third-party ownership (TPO) in football has long been a contentious issue, with
debates surrounding its ethical implications and impact on player autonomy. One
notable case that exemplifies the complexities of TPO involves Carlos Tevez and
Javier Mascherano during their time at West Ham United.

In 2006, West Ham stunned the football world by signing the Argentine duo from
Corinthians. However, it soon emerged that the players' economic rights were owned
by third-party companies, namely Media Sports Investment (MSI) and Just Sports
Inc. This arrangement raised eyebrows within the football community, as it
compromised the club's autonomy over player transfers and introduced potential
conflicts of interest.

The situation escalated when West Ham narrowly avoided relegation at the end of
the 2006-2007 Premier League season. Sheffield United, who were relegated instead,
alleged that West Ham's signings of Tevez and Mascherano had given them an unfair
advantage and filed a legal complaint. The Premier League launched an
investigation, which concluded with West Ham being fined a record £5.5 million for
breaching league rules regarding third-party ownership.

In the aftermath of the controversy, football governing bodies such as FIFA and UEFA
took steps to regulate TPO more rigorously. In 2015, FIFA announced a ban on TPO,
citing concerns about its impact on the integrity and transparency of the sport. While
this move was met with mixed reactions, it marked a significant shift towards greater
control and transparency in player transfers.
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The case of Tevez and Mascherano serves as a cautionary tale about the perils of
third-party ownership in football. While the practice may offer financial benefits to
clubs and investors, its ethical implications and potential for abuse cannot be
ignored. As football continues to evolve, stakeholders must remain vigilant in
safeguarding the integrity and fairness of the beautiful game.

4) Discussion

a) What are your thoughts on Third Party Ownership in football?
b) Do you think that West Ham’s punishment was enough?

c) The article mentions FIFA's ban on third-party ownership in 2015.
Do you agree with this decision? Why or why not?

d) Are there any alternative solutions or reforms you would suggest
to address issues related to player transfers and ownership rights
in football?
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