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Athletic Bilbao:
A Special Club

1) Discussion

a) In your favourite team, where do most of the players come from?

b) Who is the greatest signing your club has made?

c) Does your country have any rules on foreign players?

2) Vocabulary

a) Match the Vocabulary to the definition.
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b) Complete the sentences with the vocabulary from
exercise 2a.

1) Barcelona’s La Masia helped the club create a strong ________________.

2) In the football world, teams often ________________ players from various
countries build a diverse squad.

3) Despite facing challenges, Athletic Bilbao has had many moments of
________________ in Spanish football.

4) Good ________________ is a very important part of football. It lets you find
players all around the world.

5) In the modern era, football has become a ________________ phenomenon,
with fans and players from all over the world participating in the sport.

6) Alessandro del Piero showed a lot of ________________ by staying with
Juventus when they were relegated to Serie B.
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3) Quick Read - Read the article quickly and answer this
question.

a) What rules do Athletic Bilbao have for their transfers

Local Boys

Athletic Bilbao is a special football club from the Basque Country in Spain. What makes
them different in the football world is their rule that only Basque players can join the
team. This rule has been there since the club started in 1898. It means they only pick
players from the Basque region or those who trained in their football schools. This
makes them different from other teams that pick players from all over the world.

This strict rule, known as the "Cantera" policy, wants to keep the club's Basque identity
strong and support local talent. Even though this rule makes things hard, Athletic Bilbao
has done well in Spanish football and had many successes. In a league with giants such
as Real Madrid, Barcelona and Atletico Madrid, they still compete, and have never been
relegated from Spain's top tier.

Through the years, the team has seen some amazing players who showed their loyalty to
this Basque-only rule. Players like Joseba Etxeberria, known for being fast and skillful,
and Aritz Aduriz, a great goal scorer, are examples. These players not only had great
skills but also felt a deep connection to the Basque region.

This rule has faced some problems, especially now when big money is in football and
teams scout players globally. But the club is proud of this rule. They think it's a big part
of who they are and connects them strongly to their fans.

In a football world where money often matters most, Athletic Bilbao's Basque-only rule
shows their special heritage and how they are committed to keeping their cultural
identity strong, even while playing at the highest level.
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4) Discussion

a) What do you think of Bilbao’s Basque-only policy?

b) Would you like your team to only play with local players?

c) Can you think of any other teams who have been successful with
local players?

d) If your favourite team only used local players, would they have a
good team? For example, Arsenal only play with players from
London.
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