MOURINHO’S PORTO: ADVANCED - C1

The Special One’s
Porto

1) Discussion

a) Who is a famous manager from your country? What are their
achievements?

b) Can you think of any managers who are known for being tactical
geniuses?

c) Inthe history of the Champions League (or European Cup) can
you think of any unlikely winners?

2) Vocabulary

a) Match the vocabulary to the definition.

1) Maestro (noun) a) widely recognized and admired, representing something as a symbol
or an object of great importance.

2) Treacherous (adjective)
b) the highest point or peak, often used metaphorically to refer to the

3) Iconic (adjective) culmination or climax of something.

4) Brace (noun) ¢) full of hazards, risks, or dangers.

5) Pinnacle (noun) d) impressive or emphatic.

6) Resounding (adjective) e) a master or highly skilled and accomplished person in a particular

field or activity.

f) in sports, specifically football, when a player scores two goals in a
single game.
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b) Complete the sentences with the vocabulary from
exercise 2a.

1) Mourinho was regarded as a for his exceptional ability to
strategize and lead his team to victory on the field.

2) The striker's impressive during the match ensured his team's
victory by scoring twice against their arch-rivals.

3) Theteam's________victory in the derby match silenced critics as
they dominated the game with a convincing 4-0 win against their rivals.

4) Climbing to the top of the league table involved navigating through
matches against opponents known for their aggressive
playing style and formidable defence.

5) Winning the championship trophy was the of the team's
efforts throughout the season, marking their ultimate achievement in
football.

6) Scoring a last-minute winning goal in a World Cup final can create an
moment that fans will remember for generations.
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3) Quick Read - Read the article and answer this question.

a) How did José Mourinho's Porto team during the 2003-2004 season defy
the odds and create a footballing fairy tale?

The Magical Tale of Mourinho's Porto: A Season to Remember

In the annals of football history, there are few tales as captivating as that of José
Mourinho’s Porto side during the 2003-2004 season. A band of underdogs, they
etched their names in glory, crafting an indelible story that reverberates through time.

Mourinho, a charismatic maestro at the helm, orchestrated a symphony of
footballing brilliance. Porto's journey was a rollercoaster ride, replete with dramatic
highs and nerve-wracking lows.

Their Champions League expedition embodied the essence of a fairy tale. They
navigated a treacherous path, defying odds and toppling giants. The group stages
were a testament to their grit, advancing undefeated against formidable adversaries.

However, it was the knockout phase where Porto's magic truly unfolded. The
quarter-finals saw them clash against Manchester United, where Costinha's late,
dramatic goal at Old Trafford sealed their passage with Mourinho's iconic touchline
sprint etching itself into football folklore.

Facing Deportivo La Corufia in the semis, Derlei’s heroic brace in the second leg
secured Porto’s berth in the final, propelling them toward destiny.

The pinnacle awaited in Gelsenkirchen, where they confronted AS Monaco. The
stage was set for Mourinho’s men to etch their names into history. Deco orchestrated
proceedings, Carlos Alberto scored a majestic goal, and a resounding 3-0 victory
crowned Porto as European champions, unfurling a fairytale finish to an
extraordinary campaign.

But the Champions League was not the only jewel in their crown. Domestically, they
stamped their authority, clinching the Primeira Liga and the Portuguese Cup,
completing a remarkable treble.




Mourinho's tactical acumen, charisma, and a squad filled with passionate warriors
converged into a force to be reckoned with. Icons like Deco, Ricardo Carvalho, and
Maniche formed the spine, each contributing to the team's success with their unique
flair.

The legacy of Mourinho's Porto endures as a reminder that in football, belief, unity,
and audacity can surmount even the mightiest adversaries. Their 2003-2004 season
remains a cherished chapter, a testament to the power of resilience and teamwork,
forever enshrined in the hearts of football aficionados worldwide.

4) Discussion - Discuss these questions with your partner.

a) What are your thoughts on Mourinho’s Porto team and his achievements
there?

b) Did you have any favourite players from this team?
c) Can you think of any other ‘underdog’ teams that have won big trophies?

d) What do you think of Mourinho's career after Porto?
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