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Do Great Players Make
Great Managers?

1) Discussion

a) Who are the greatest managers from your country? What makes
them so good?

b) Who are the greatest players in your country? What makes them
so special?

c) Have any of these players tried to become managers?

2) Vocabulary

a) Match the vocabulary to the definition.
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b) Complete the sentences with the vocabulary from
exercise 2a.

1) Although they spent a lot of money on new players, it didn’t __________
into success on the pitch.

2) Johan Cruyff had a successful __________ as a player in the MLS before
returning to Europe.

3) Despite his legendary status, Roy Keane’s managerial career did not
match his on-field brilliance, revealing a lack of __________ in team
management.

4) Arsene Wenger’s __________ playing career didn't hinder successful
managerial career.

5) Erling Haaland had a __________ transition when he moved from
Borussia Dortmund to Manchester City.
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3) Quick Read - Read the article quickly and answer the
question.

a) Which managers are mentioned in the article?

Do Great Players Make Great Managers?

The question of whether great football players can seamlessly transition into great
managers has been a subject of much debate in the sporting world. While some
legendary players have successfully made the leap from the pitch to the sidelines,
others have faced challenges in translating their on-field brilliance into managerial
success.

One shining example of a football legend turned successful manager is Zinedine
Zidane. The French maestro, renowned for his elegance and skill, has translated his
on-field brilliance into managerial excellence. Zidane led Real Madrid to three
consecutive UEFA Champions League titles from 2016 to 2018, showcasing his
tactical acumen and man-management skills.

On the other hand, the iconic Diego Maradona, who mesmerised the world with his
'Hand of God' goal and the 'Goal of the Century,' struggled to find similar success as
a manager. Despite his legendary status as a player, Maradona faced
challenges in managing teams at the highest level,stints at various clubs and
national teams yielding mixed results.

Franz Beckenbauer, another football legend, achieved success both as a player and a
manager. As a player, he captained West Germany to World Cup glory in 1974, and as
a manager, he led Germany to victory in the 1990 World Cup. Beckenbauer's
seamless transition from player to manager is often cited as an example of how a
deep understanding of the game can transcend from one role to another.

Jose Mourinho, known for his charismatic and often controversial approach, enjoyed
a successful managerial career after a relatively modest playing career. His tactical
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prowess and ability to motivate players propelled him to managerial success at top
clubs like Porto, Chelsea, and Inter Milan.

Didier Deschamps, captain of the French national team during their 1998 World Cup
triumph, has continued his success as a manager. Leading France to victory in the
2018 World Cup, Deschamps demonstrated that leadership qualities on the field
could translate into effective management off it.

In conclusion, the transition from great football players to great managers is a
complex journey. . While some, like Zidane, Beckenbauer, and Deschamps, have
seamlessly adapted to the managerial role, others, like Maradona, faced challenges.
Ultimately, success as a manager requires a unique set of skills, irrespective of the
player's legendary status on the pitch.

4) Discussion

a) Which of the managers in the article did you know about before
reading the article?

b) Do you think you need to have played at a high-level to be a
successful manager?

c) Which of the managers do you think has had the most impressive
career?
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