A FEW GOOD GAMES: ADVANCED - C1

A Few Good Games

1) Discussion

a) Can you think of any players who have been signed on the basis
of their World Cup performances?

b) Who has been your club's best signing in recent years?

c) Who has been a disappointing signing for your club?

2) Vocabulary

a) Match the vocabulary to the definition.

a) Words of praise or approval given to someone for doing something
well or achieving success.

1) Inconsistent (adjective)  b) When something leads to good results or produces something
valuable.

2) Fruitful (adjective)
¢) The act of copying or recreating something exactly the same as

3) Sublime (adjective) before.

4) Plaudits (noun) d) The path that an object follows as it moves through space or time,
showing its direction and speed of movement. For example a career

5) To replicate (verb) progressing over time.

6) Trajectory (noun) e) When something, like a player's performance in sports, doesn't stay

the same all the time.

f) Something that is incredibly impressive or beautiful, often to the
point where it seems almost perfect or beyond ordinary.
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b) Complete the sentences with the vocabulary from

exercise 2a
Inconsistent Fruitful Sublime Plaudits
To Replicate Trajectory
1) Kaka’'s performances in the 2006-2007 season,

especially in the Champions League, won him the Ballon d'or.

2) Despite facing criticism at times, Karim Benzema'’s ability to
his success season after season has been remarkably

consistent.

3) Mesut Ozil's displays at Arsenal were criticised by
pundits. However when he did perform, he was amazing.

4) Kylian Mbappé's career has been nothing short of
remarkable, with each year bringing new heights of achievement and
success.

5) 2003-2004 was a particularly season for Andriy

Shevchenko, scoring 24 goals in 32 Serie A games.

6) Marcelo Bielsa has received from fans and pundits
throughout his career for the way his teams play.
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3) Quick Read - Read the article quickly and answer the
question.

a) Which players does the article mention?

A Few Good Games

Securing players after a remarkable World Cup performance is a common
occurrence in football. Several players who shone brightly on the global stage
have earned big moves to top clubs.

Gheorghe Hagi, dubbed "The Maradona of the Carpathians,’ impressed during
the 1994 World Cup, leading Romania to the quarterfinals. His move to
Barcelona afterward was met with high hopes, though his time there was
inconsistent.

Ali Daei made history in the 1998 World Cup as its leading scorer, attracting
attention from European clubs. He moved to Bayern Munich in Germany.
However, his time at Bayern wasn't fruitful, managing 6 goals in 32 games. He
was sold to Hertha BSC after only one season in Munich.

James Rodriguez's breakout performance at the 2014 World Cup in Brazil
earned him the Golden Boot as the tournament's top scorer. His sublime goals
and creative playmaking for Colombia caught the eye of Real Madrid, who
secured his services in a blockbuster transfer. Despite initial success,
Rodriguez struggled to maintain consistency at Real Madrid and subsequently
embarked on loan spells before finding stability at Everton.

Gilberto Silva's commanding displays in Brazil's 2002 World Cup triumph. His
intelligent positioning and ability to break up opposition attacks earned him
plaudits, leading to a transfer to Arsenal. Gilberto became an integral part of
Arsenal's "Invincibles" squad, showcasing his versatility and leadership on the
pitch.
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Angel Di Maria's dynamic performances for Argentina in the 2010 World Cup
earned him a move to Real Madrid. Di Maria showed moments of brilliance for
the Spanish giants in his 4 years at the club. He was sold to Manchester
United in the summer of 2014. A deal that was made in order to finance
Madrid’s deal for James Rodriguez.

The success of transfers following standout World Cup performances varies.
While some players thrive in their new environments, others struggle to
replicate their international form. Nonetheless, the World Cup continues to
serve as a platform for players to showcase their talents and secure moves to
top clubs, shaping the trajectory of their careers.

4) Discussion

a) What do you think of the players in the article? Which ones would
you say were successful transfers?

b) Do you think it's a good idea to sign a player based on their
performances at a World Cup?

c) Can you think of any players who were signed based on their
performances at the last World Cup?
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