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Senegal in 2002:
The Best African
Team Ever?

1) Discussion

a) What teams surprised you at the last World Cup?

b) What is the best African team you’ve seen?

2) Vocabulary

a) Match the vocabulary to the definition.
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b) Complete the sentences with the vocabulary from
exercise 2a.

1) In the FIFA World Cup, the _________________ are the teams that won the
previous tournament.

2) Rodri’s _________________for Manchester City is to sit in front of the
defence and protect them.

3) The remarkable success of Senegal's team in the World Cup
_________________many young players to go after their dreams in
football.

4) After the group stage, the top teams move on to the _________________
where they play knockout matches.

5) Ghana’s performance in the 2010 World Cup left a lasting
_________________ on football fans worldwide.
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3) Quick Read - Read the article quickly and answer the
question.

a) Why was Senegal’s 2002 World Cup a special one for them?

Senegal at the 2002 World Cup

In 2002, Senegal had an amazing journey in the FIFA World Cup held in South Korea
and Japan. It was a surprising story that caught everyone's attention.

Senegal, playing in their first World Cup, amazed everyone with their determination
and skill. They were in Group A with France, Denmark, and Uruguay. They started with
a big win against France, the reigning champions, with a 1-0 score. Papa Bouba
Diop's goal was memorable and marked the start of Senegal's impressive run.

They kept up their good form with a tough 1-1 draw against Denmark and then made
it to the knockout stage with a 3-3 draw against Uruguay. This was a big
achievement for African football.

In the knockout stage, Senegal played Sweden in the round of 16, winning the game
2-1 in extra time. Next was Turkey in the Quarter Finals. Senegal played well and had
chances, but lost 1-0 to an extra time goal by İlhan Mansız. Senegal didn't win, but
they left a strong impression on the world stage.

Players like El Hadji Diouf, Khalilou Fadiga, Salif Diao and Aliou Cissé played crucial
roles in Senegal's success. They showed great skill, determination, and teamwork,
inspiring many African footballers to aim high in international competitions.

Senegal's 2002 World Cup journey continues to inspire African football. It showed
that with resilience, teamwork, and belief, anything is possible. Senegal's story
proves how sports can bring people together, break stereotypes, and make dreams
come true for millions worldwide.
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4) Discussion

a) What are your thoughts on Senegal at the 2002 World Cup?

b) Did you know any of the players before reading the article?

c) Do you think an African team will win a World Cup in the next 40
years?
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