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Golden Generations:
Brazil 1996-2006

1) Discussion 

a) Has your country ever had a very good international team?

b) When do you think Brazil had their best team?

c) Who are some of your favourite Brazilian players? Now and in the 
past.

2) Vocabulary 

a) Match the vocabulary to the definition. 
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b) Complete the sentences with the vocabulary from 
exercise 2a.

1) Winning the 2006 World Cup was the _____________ 
achievement for Italy's national team.

2) The impact of Johan Cruyff on football strategy is 
_____________ ; his ideas changed the game forever.

3) Diego Maradona used his talent _____________ Argentina to 
victory in the 1986 World Cup.

4) Zinedine Zidane's performance in the 1998 World Cup final 
was _____________ and unforgettable.

5) Many fans remember Roberto Baggio _____________ for his 
incredible talent and contributions to Italian football.

6) Pelé is known _____________ for his skill and impact on the 
game of football.
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3) Quick Read - Read the article quickly and answer the 
question. 

a) What trophies did Brazil win from 1997-2006?

Brazil’s Golden Generation

From 1997 to 2006, Brazil's national football team enjoyed a "Golden Generation." 
This period was marked by numerous victories and an exciting style of play that 
excited fans worldwide. Brazil's team, filled with talented players, became dominant 
in international football.

Brazil's Golden Generation shone brightly in the Copa America tournaments. In 1997, 
they triumphed with key players like Ronaldo and Romário, showing their exceptional 
goal-scoring abilities. The team continued their dominance by winning the 1999 
Copa America, led by Ronaldo and Rivaldo. In 2004, new talents like Adriano and 
Kaka emerged, helping Brazil secure yet another Copa America title.

In the 1998 World Cup in France, Brazil reached the final, largely thanks to Ronaldo's 
brilliant performances. However, in the final match against France, Ronaldo struggled 
with health issues, and Brazil lost 3-0. Despite the defeat, Ronaldo's talent was 
undeniable, and he became one of the world's most famous footballers.

The 2002 World Cup in South Korea and Japan was a crowning achievement for 
Brazil's Golden Generation. Brazil won the World Cup for the fifth time, with Ronaldo 
scoring 8 goals, including two in the final against Germany. Key players like Rivaldo, 
Ronaldinho, and captain Cafu played crucial roles in this victory, making the 2002 
team one of the best in football history.

The 2006 World Cup in Germany marked the end of Brazil's Golden Generation. 
Despite having a star-studded team with players like Ronaldo, Ronaldinho, and Kaka, 
Brazil was eliminated in the quarter-finals by France. This defeat signalled the end of 
an era for Brazil. During this golden period, Brazil combined experienced stars with 
new talents, creating a team remembered fondly by football fans around the world.
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4) Discussion

a) What do you think about Brazil’s golden generation?

b) Which team do you think was the best?

c) Which player would you like to watch from the team?

d) Do you think Brazil will win the next World Cup?
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