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Marta

1) Discussion

a) Do you watch women’s football? Is it popular in your country?

b) Who are some of the most well-known female footballers?

c) Did you watch the last women’s World Cup?

2) Vocabulary

a) Match the vocabulary to the definition.
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b) Complete the sentences with the vocabulary from
exercise 2a.

1) Johan Cruyff was a ________________ in modern football tactics.

2) As one of the most decorated footballers of all time, Sam Kerr's legacy
will endure as a ________________ of excellence, guiding future
generations of female footballers.

3) As a so-called ________________ for equal rights, some of FIFA’s
decisions in recent years have been questionable.

4) Cristiano Ronaldo's exceptional talent ________________ when he joined
Sporting Lisbon's youth academy at a young age.

5) Jamie Vardy ________________ late in his career. It wasn’t until his late
20s that he reached the highest level of football.

6) Alexia Putellas’ ________________ dedication to football has gained her
plaudits all around the world.

7) Sergio Ramos was a ________________ of Real Madrid team that
dominated European football during the 2010s.
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3) Quick Read - Read the article quickly and answer the
question.

a) According to the article, what clubs did Marta play for?

Marta

Marta Vieira da Silva, known simply as Marta, emerged from humble beginnings in Dois
Riachos, Brazil, to become one of the most celebrated footballers of all time. Raised in a
region marked by poverty, Marta's love for football blossomed on the streets of her
hometown, where she showcased extraordinary talent from a young age.

At 14, Marta joined Vasco da Gama's women's team, marking the beginning of her illustrious
career. She later played for renowned clubs such as Umeå IK in Sweden and Orlando Pride in
the United States' NWSL, leaving an indelible mark wherever she went.

Throughout her career, Marta has amassed an impressive collection of trophies and
accolades, including six FIFA World Player of the Year awards. Her dominance on the pitch
and unwavering commitment to excellence have solidified her status as one of the sport's
true legends.

Marta's impact extends beyond her club success, as she has been a cornerstone of the
Brazilian national team for over two decades, scoring 116 goals in 175 games. She has
represented her country in multiple FIFA Women's World Cups and Olympic Games,
captivating audiences with her skill and leadership.

Beyond her on-field achievements, Marta has been a vocal advocate for gender equality in
sport, using her platform to empower the next generation of female athletes. Her legacy as a
trailblazer in women's football transcends records and trophies, reshaping the landscape of
the sport for years to come.

In conclusion, Marta Vieira da Silva's journey from humble beginnings to global icon
exemplifies the power of talent, perseverance, and passion. As she continues to inspire
millions with her extraordinary talent and advocacy, Marta's legacy will endure as a beacon
of excellence in the world of football.

*True as of July 2024
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4) Discussion

a) What are your thoughts on Marta’s career?

b) Do you think she’s the greatest female player ever?

c) Women’s football is becoming more popular, why do you think
that is? What can be done to help it grow even more?
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