
THE SUPERCLASSICO FINAL: ADVANCED - C1

The Final to End
All Finals

1) Discussion

a) Has your favourite team ever played in a final? When was it and
did they win?

b) What’s the biggest rivalry in your country? How has it changed
over the years?

c) What’s the best atmosphere you have experienced at a stadium?

2) Vocabulary

a) Match the vocabulary to the definition.
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b) Complete the vocabulary with the words from exercise
2a.

1) The intense _________ between Rangers and Celtic is an important part of
the city's culture.

2) The 2005 Champions League final was a thrilling _________ between
AC.Milan and Liverpool.

3) The legendary footballer's incredible achievements are written into the
________ of sporting history, representing an enduring legacy.

4) Lionel Messi is often regarded as a football ________, with his remarkable
skills and records making him a standout figure in the sport.

5) The ________ leading up to the championship match was incredible, as fans
awaited the clash between the two top teams.

6) The grand stadium and passionate fans truly ________ the spirit of football
in the city.
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3) Quick Read - Read the article quickly and answer the
question.

a) How was the 2018 Copa Libertadores final different from any
other in history?

The Superfinal

The rivalry between Boca Juniors and River Plate is one of the strongest in football
history and is deeply rooted in Argentine culture. However, the clashes between them
during the Copa Libertadores final stand out as particularly intense and special, going
beyond just a football rivalry and becoming a cultural event.

The 2018 Copa Libertadores final was known as the 'Superclásico of the Century,' a
thrilling match between the two powerhouse clubs of Buenos Aires. This duel attracted
attention worldwide, and it was a two-part battle that would go on to define South
American football history. Both Boca Juniors and River Plate, with their rich traditions
and dedicated fan bases, were on the edge of achieving greatness.

The lead-up to the final was full of excitement, but unexpected events added drama. The
first leg at Boca's La Bombonera was intense, showcasing skill and determination from
both teams. However, there were incidents off the field, including an attack on the Boca
team bus by River Plate supporters, leading to the match being postponed and even
moved to Madrid’s Santiago Bernabeu.

The rescheduled final at the Santiago Bernabeu was a truly remarkable spectacle. The
stadium was alive with passion as both sets of fans created an electric atmosphere. On
the field, the players fought fiercely, displaying their talent and determination. River Plate
claimed victory with a 3-1 win, securing their fourth Copa Libertadores title.

This final was more than just a football success; it represented the heart and soul of
Argentine football. The rivalry between Boca and River embodies a clash of cultures,
histories, and identities deeply embedded in Argentine society.

The Boca vs River Plate Libertadores final perfectly showed the essence of football:
intense emotions, incredible passion, and thrilling drama. It was a testament to the
legacy of these two clubs and the dedicated support of their fans.

While years may pass and players may change, the memories of this historic final will
endure, preserved in the history of football as a timeless testament to the passion and
intensity of the Boca-River rivalry.
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4) Discussion

a) What do you think about the 2018 Copa Libertadores final?

b) How do you think the off-field incidents, such as the attack on
Boca Juniors' team bus, impacted the atmosphere of the 2018
Copa Libertadores final between Boca Juniors and River Plate?

c) Which rivalry would you like to experience? For example Arsenal
vs Tottenham at the Emirates.
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