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The History of Saudi Football

1) Discussion

a) What do you know about the history of football in your country?

b) Who are your countries most famous players, why?

c) Is football the most popular sport in your country? What are some
other popular sports?

2) Vocabulary

a) Match the vocabulary to the definition.
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b) Complete the sentences with the vocabulary from
exercise 2a.

1) The French Football ____________ was created to organise leagues and
games in the late 1910s

2) The improvement in football over time includes better ____________ for
training and matches.

3) The EUROs is an ____________ tournament with teams from UEFA.

4) .Brazil joined FIFA in 1923, it was a big moment in the country's
____________.

5) ____________ involve teams or individuals competing against each other to
find a winner in sports.

6) The league has had a lot of ____________ in recent years.
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3) Quick Read - Read the article quickly and answer this
question.

a) What has happened to football in Saudi Arabia, and why is it
important?

The History of Football in Saudi Arabia

Football has a long and important history in Saudi Arabia, rooted in its culture. Back
in the 1940s, people started playing informal matches, showing their love for the
game.

Things got more organised in the late 1950s when Saudi Arabia became part of FIFA
in 1956. This was a big moment that helped grow football in the country. They
created the Saudi Football Federation to arrange leagues and games.

In the 1980s and 1990s, Saudi Arabian football reached new heights. The national
team played in many FIFA World Cup tournaments, making the country famous
worldwide. A big win against Belgium in the 1994 World Cup caught everyone's
attention, proving Saudi Arabia's football skills. But, the height of Saudi football came
at the 2022 Qatar World Cup when they played against Leo Messi’s Argentina. They
beat the eventual tournament winners 2-1.

Over time, football has improved with better facilities and training. It brings people
together and makes them proud of their country. It is also very likely that Saudi
Arabia will hold the 2034 FIFA World Cup.

Today, Saudi Arabian football is still growing and getting better. Investment by the
Saudi PIF has attracted a lot of international stars to the country, including Cristiano
Ronaldo, Neymar and Karim Benzema, with more to follow. Football is a big part of
sports in the country and means a lot to the people and it’s going to get bigger.
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4) Think about and discuss these questions.

a) What do you think about football in Saudi Arabia?

b) Do you think the league will be very popular in the future?

c) What do you think of a FIFA World Cup in Saudi Arabia?

d) What are some important moments in your country’s football
history?
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