
TOTAL FOOTBALL: A2

Total Football

1) Discussion

a) What kind of football do you like watching? Attacking or
defensive?

b) Who are your favourite Dutch players of all time?

c) Can you think of any managers who have a style of play?

2) Vocabulary

a) Match the vocabulary to the definition.
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b) Complete the sentences with the vocabulary from
exercise 2a.

1) Lionel Messi's ________________ dribbling skills on the field have often
left defenders bewildered and unable to keep up.

2) Cristiano Ronaldo's dedication to fitness and performance
________________ the modern footballer striving for excellence.

3) In the game against Argentina, the Brazilian team showed
________________ by changing tactics.

4) Andrea Pirlo's ability to ________________ between defence and attack
made him a versatile midfielder capable of controlling the pace of the
game.

5) Manuel Neuer is a ________________ of a modern goalkeeper.

6) Xavi Hernandez's passing accuracy and vision were ________________ ,
making him a dangerous player.
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3) Quick Read - Read the article quickly and answer the
question.

a) Who were the key players from the Dutch team in 1974?

Total Football

In 1974, the Dutch team became famous worldwide with their revolutionary
playing style known as "Total Football." With their manager Rinus Michels, the
Netherlands introduced a new approach to the game, using fluid tactics and
exceptional teamwork.

The star player was Johan Cruyff, the team's captain and standout player.
Cruyff's exceptional skills, including his vision, dribbling ability, and tactical
intelligence, epitomised the principles of Total Football. Alongside him were
other notable players such as Johan Neeskens, Ruud Krol, and Johnny Rep, all
contributing to the team's brilliance.

Total Football wasn't just about tactics; it was a philosophy that encouraged
fluidity, adaptability, and creativity on the field. Players were encouraged to
interchange positions, creating a dynamic and unpredictable playing style that
captured the imagination of fans worldwide.

The Dutch team reached the final of the 1974 World Cup, where they played
hosts West Germany in Munich's Olympiastadion . From the start, the Dutch
dominated possession, showing their Total Football with intricate passing and
movement. They scored a penalty after 2 minutes. However, West Germany
equalised with a penalty and scored their second goal in the second half.

While they didn't lift the trophy, they left a big mark on the world of football and
you can see their influence on the game today. The Dutch team of 1974
remains a shining example of the power of bold ideas and teamwork to
transform the game.
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4) Discussion

a) What do you think about the Dutch national team and their playing
style?

b) Can you think of any other teams that have a nice style of play?

c) Can you think of any other amazing international teams that didn’t
win a World Cup?

d) What do you know about the career of Johan Cruyff?
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